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Farmers of our vast
central section not only
are groing rherr sons
but are rarsing bumper
crops to help win the
war agamst autocracy

VENTS of a revolutionary charnc-
ter have taken place on the middle
Whestern farms since Amerien’s ens
fry Into the war. When Presldent
Wilson enll to the
Amerlean farmer to do his duty
in war thmes hy feading the world,
or that portion of It engaged In
the war for democracy, he
Inunched the blggest drive for In-
crensed  food production In  the
history of the world. In fact, no
=step  toward  preparedness In econnection  with
the participation of $he Unlted States in
the war has proceeded more rapldly than the
mobilizatlon of the farm resources of the middle
West, which just now 13 preparing Itgelf for the
task of feeding not only the United States, but m
large part of the world,

Despite the fact that the eall to the felds
«<ame too Iate to affect the winter wheat ‘rop,
the middlg Western farmer has made tremendous
advances In Incrensing the acreage of his other
food crops, such as corn, oats, rye and other farm
products,  Present Indleatlons are that the whent
«<rop will not be large enongh to much more than
meet the needs of Ameriea, let alone the expor-
tation of Iarge quantlties of this product which
must he made to the allles, hut famine is still a
distant specter, For the first tlme In Its history
the world Is going to learn a valuable lesson in
«lomestle economy, and that I8 the adaptation of
other farm products for food purposes. One of
the first results will he a world-wide eampaign
to dethrone King Wheat and enthrone King Corn,
whose monarchy heretofore has searcely extend-
«d beyond the boundaries of the United States.

The bumper corn crop which the middle West
will ralse this summer, barring such unforeseen
calnmities as drought and floods, will stave off
‘hunger for a large portion of the world. Pres-
-ent Indieations are that the corn acreage in the
12 great corn states of the country will be In-
<reased from 20 to 30 per cent, or even more in
some localities, due to the fact that thousands of
acres of winter wheat lands were made useless
for that purpose by the severe cold weather,
which killed the wheat. An incrense of 20 per
cent In the acreage planted In corn will add ap-
proximately 500,000,000 bushels of corm to the
wation's ecrop. A lnrge portion of this increased
yield will go to European allles of the Unlted
States and to neutral nations. It 18 probable that

Issnued his

« Uncle Sam will have to send some of his experts

in domesile sclence abroad to Instruct the Euro-
pean In the value and methods of preparing corn
a8 a food prodoct.

The notion’s corn crop has averaged 3,000,000,-
000 bushels in the last few years, n no Inconsld-
ernble mark in itself, but reports collected by ag-
riculturnl experts from the middle West Indieate
that the 1017 crop will approximate 3,500,000,000
bushels, The banner corn states of the Unlon
are prepared to do thelr share in the drive for
incrensed food produection, Conservatlve estlinntes
of whiat some of the leading states in the corn-
belt region will do this year are: Tllinols, 400,
000,000 bushels; Town, 325,000,000 to 350,000,000
‘bushels; Nebraskn, 250,000,000 bushels: Missouri,
225,000,000 hushels; Indiang, 200,000,000 bushels,
and Texas, 200000000 bushels. Such middle
Western states as  Minnesotn, South Dakota,
North Dakota, Wisconsin und Michlgan will have
greatly inereased acrenges of corn this season,
due to several reasons, In the Western group of
atates which lle In the heart of the wheat belt
thousands of acres of winter whent were killed
during the winter. Despite the fact that the
apring wheat acreage planted this year is unusu-
ally larger, there still remalned many thousands
of neres of land which conld be used for no other

S arpose than for corn or outs, two of the leaders

in the grent trin of farm crops,

The harvest this summer (g likely to see a rec-
oril-brenking crop of oats, approximating 2,000,-
00,00 bushels, Tremendous Inereases will also
e made in the ryve, kafir corn sorghum and for-
ige crops. nll of which are Important factors In
supplying the tahles of the world with Important
food products. It Is this latter netivity in plant-
ing greatly inereased acreages of the minor erops
that is expected to bring on a small revolution In
fnrmning clreles, Instead of depending upon one,
two or three of the blg trio of erops. the farmer
is devoting hils energy to the growing of other
crops which supplement the food products gained
from wheat, corn nnd oats. Thus, In the case of

fallure of any of the important crops, Amerien
will have plenty of substitutes to fall back upon.

Already food chemists and experts In almost all
of the middle Western states are busily engaged
in fAndiog new flour substitutes, Mscoveries
gnndeé In & number of laboratories indlente that
Amerien’s bread will be baked with the ald of
more varieties of flour than ever hetfore.  Kafle
corn and feterita have been found to make ac-
coptable flours, and the use of ecottonsesd meal
in the preparation of brendstnffs will soon galn
widespread popnlarity Chemists are ongaged on
other still hunts for new fond sob=titutes, and by
the end of the yesar Amerien will he eating scores
of new foods and combinations of foodstuffs
which have been wasted heretofore or fed to live
stock.

Bmergency food commiesions e=tubiliened In all
of tha states are conducting rn sggressive cam-
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paign to enlist the support of all farmers In the
work of growlng grently Inerensed erops. “Koep
every acre working this saommer.” 18 a1 eamnpaign
slognn which 1s heard In all of the great fnrming
stntes, The result will be that In the fall the
farmers will harvest peunut, bean, buckwheat,
potato and other “eatch crops” a departure In
the history of agriculture. According to present
Indications, the potato erop will be nearly 200,-
000,000 bushels larger than ever before, while
prodigious quantities of peanuts and bheans will
be available for food products in the fall and
during 18,

The mobilization of the farms for war service
has been conducted along many lines of service.
Close co-ordination between all branches of the
Industry has given tremendous impetus to the
campalgn to Increase the nation's food supply.

Travelers who pass through the middle West
this year will see scenes along rallroad property
comparable to those In BEurope, where the form-
ers have been cultivating such  idle ground for
years, In some states, notably lowa and Kansas,
well-defined steps have been taken to encournge
the planting of certuin useful crops along the
roadsides, Town has more than 200,000 acres of
unused land along its publie highways which
could be drafted for this purpose, while Kansas
has more than 150,000 acres, according to a recent
survey.

It is safe to sny that virtually every nere of

Th:z Eskimo Teiis thé World

land which ean be handled convenlently during
the summer months has heen placed under cultl-
vintlon In lown and the surrounding states, The
Iabor shortage (8 s6 serlous that thousands of
farmers have boen grontly handleapped In putting
out Increased acreage hecaunse of the fear that
they would be unable to harvest the erops unaid-
ed, It is estimated that the middle West will re-
guire an army of 500,000 farm laborers this sum-
mer Iif the food crop Is to be saved In its en-
tirety. Farm Inborers ean commuand almost any
price for thelr services, hut despite alluring of-
fers they are haml to get. Cannda Is paying as
high as §70 a month for laborers. and in some
cases Is promising them free homesteads. In the
Northern states farm hands ecan command wages
ranging from $45 to $60 a month and board. A
few years ago the farm hand who could get $25
or s".ll for his services was consldered a genlus,

The patriotic service the farmers are dolng
this yeur and which they will be called upon to
do next yenr on a much larger scale will add
milllons, If not billions, of dollurs to the wealth
of the ecountry. Mobilization of the farm re-
sources has been one of the most stupendous un-
dertakings ever attempted by the government;
but It has succeeded admirably well for 1017,
despite the late start, By 1018 every avallable
resource of the middle West will be thrown Into
the productlon of vastly inereased yields of all
farm crops,
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Why He Asks to be Leit Alone

“Why are you trying to educate the Eskimos?
Why don't you let them alone? They were happy
and were able to exist before you began to change
their mode of life.”

These are the questions that are asked and an-
swered In The Bskimo, a monthly magazine pub-
lished at Nome, Alaskn, In the Interests of Eskimos
of the northwest district of Alaska. Walter C,
Shields, superintendent of the work of the bureau
of education, department of the interior, in north-
western Alaska, who writes the leading article in
this new magnzine of the North, says:

“I'he people who nsk these questions, If they are
really sincere enough to warrant any consideration,
can be divided into two classes. First, those who
display their sclentific knbwledge by quoting the
law of ‘the survival of the fittest,! with the assump-
tion that the Eskimo Is not fit to survive. The
second class claim a pecullar insight into the frame
of mind of the anclent Eskimo, who, they assert,
was an especlally contented Individual, and further-
more they Insist that the Eskimo of todsy ls not
contented,

Eskimo Fit and Able.

“This set of critics Inslsts on taking the position,
indefensible in this day and generation, that eduea-
tion Is a bad thing for a people. The claim of our
service s that the Eskimo by renson of his Inher-
ent qualitles and because of his geographical posi-
tion is fit and able to survive, and we elulm that by
our system of education for hiin we are moking
him not only more fit to survive, but that he will
be & vital factor in the development of northern
Alnskn,

“The Eskimo Is not dependent, On the contrary,
he is, even in the present condition, a real and vital
factor in the wenlth of the eountry, He has never
recelved a ration from the government ; he ean sup-
port himself, not always according to our stund-
ards, It Is true, but it Is better for him to eat strict-
Iy natlve food than for hlm to lenrn to expect the
government to support him. The wall =0 often
heard from Ignorant but presumably charitalile
people, *“Why don't you give the poor peoplé some
food ¥ If heeded would make puupers of a self-sup-
porting and noble race, We nré proud of the fact
that we have not fed the Eskimo, We are proud
of him as a man beécause he foads himself.

“One reason why primitive rices have so often
been pushed to the wall by the white race has
been that the white race has coveted and needed
the Innd, As far nsg we cnn see, for years to come
the white man will not make any attempt to push
the Eskimo off his part of the map, While there
will undoubtedly be developments in mining, yet
for a long time to come the Eskimo will have
plenty of room In northern Alaska. Therefore,
even If thls northern part of Alasks, through some
unexpected development, should become desirable
for a lurge populatlon, we belleve that, with what
development the Eskipio has already received nnd
the additional development that even five yeurs
more of undlsturbed possession of hls northern
fastnesses will give him, he will be well fitted to
meet advanced economlie conditions,

“The keynote of our school system for the Eski-
mo is its direet relatlon to the village life. Thus
the =chool republie becoines the village councll,
the school garden soon hecomes the village garden,
the eonoking class becomes the bread-baking class
for the villuge, the elean-up of the school grounds
becomes the village eclean-up, the bench work for
the hoys' class becomes the boat and sled bullding
center for the village. And, most striklng of all,
the schoolboy who 1s scut to the relndeer herd as
an appreotice ln four yewrs hecomes the tralned

herder, the supporter of his family and a future
leader of his people,
““We Want No Praise”

“We of the Alaska service are helping to bear
the white man's burden; we do not clnim to be
ministering to a dylng ruce; we want no pralse as
helpers of the weak or as ministers to the down-
trodden who are dying In filth and degradation.
We do not nllow anyone to class us in these cate-
gories. Thut class of work Is entirely humanl-
tarian and Is properly the duty of the missionary
organizations, But as representatives of the gov-
ernment we clakm the right of our service to exist
because we are developing the resources of north-
ern Alaska just as much as nny man with a pick
and pan. We are adding to the wealth of the na-
tion Just as much and as surely as any prospector
or trallmaker. We are making a country produc-
tive Just as much as any reclamntion project that
was ever mansged by the government"

The teachers and others who bkave established
The Eskimo have been formerly congratulated by
United States commlsslonér of education for thelr
enterprise in Inanugurating the magazine. Doctor
Claxton belleves that It will be of direct help to
the service of the bureau of educntion In Alasky,

REMINISCENCE OF POE,

The painter, Willlam Sartain, eontributed some
recallection of Edgar Allan Poe to the Art World :

“His biographer,
ns Intempernte. My father snid this was not
true, and he wus most temperate in deinking. 1t
I8 a considerable confirmation of this that Poe
was a model of punctanlity in his reviewing and
other work for the mngazines during nll the en-
sulng 15 years of his lfe, which comprises his
erary eareer. In 1887 he moved to New York
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Griswold, has slandered him |

and after a year to Philudelphin, where he wrote |

some of his finest storles. For much of his lit-
erary career he was half starving, His labor
over his writings Is shown, no doubt with some
exuggeration, however, In his article “The Philoso-
phy of Composition,' wrltten shortly after the
publication of ‘“The Raven. In this essay he
enumerntes some of his artieles of fulth, sich as:
Beauty Is the legitimate provinee of the poem;
It 12 o pure and intense elevation of the soul, not
of the Intellect nor the heart.

“But except Tor these Intermittent Indnlgences,
hls addiction to stlmulants must have been gross-
Iy exuggerated by his blographer Griswold, whom
my father has sald he had personolly seen on
quite buad terms with Poe, My father's soqualnt-
ance with him was the more close In the latter
years of his lfe and, ns his statements were most
positive, these derogatory storles must be taken
with a grain of salt, The anccount 1 have given
of Poe's denth after having been robbed of his
clothes seems to me to be so rensonable—unnd,
moreover, based on my father's contemporary ln-
formation—that 1 cannot accept the story of his
having been lured Into the hands of an elections
eering gang and drugged, 8o as to be utillzed for
depositing ballots In numerous polling places.”

MISUNDERSTANDING.

“What did the kalser mean by his promise to
his brother-indaw when he knew he couldn't
keep 117

“He wrote and sent him a letter, didn't he?”

“Yes "

“Well,
fiat."

that 18 what he meant by his malled

| Ing something for wear ut the
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Sensibly Equipped for Housework.

There nre trouserettes and trouser-
ettes, and here Is the latest arrival
among them. In the shops pretty
salesgirls go about thelr work in the
wash dress section, arrayed In “service
sults.” These are of khokl or galatea
cloth designed with an eye to style,
ne well a8 conventence. Admiring
eyes follow them and there Is no
doubting the fact that feminine taste
has  turned trouserwird, in  clothes
that are Intended for outdoor and In-
door work and for outings, mountain-
climbing, camping and fshing.

The particular uniform shown in the
plctura Ig for wear at housework or
In the garden, It |8 made In galatea
cloth and In lighter weight cottons,
llke percales, mudrn» and plain ging-
ham,

It Is designed on the simplest lines

possible, but with many attentions to
Hitle detalls In the finlshing that make
It really pretty. The sallor blouse sets
as It should, the waist {8 well man-
aged and the tronsers fit us well as a
skirt about the hips. They turn up
at the bottom aod button about the
ankles,

There I8 n pocket In the blouse and
two of them In the trousers, which
convenlence commends this sult to the
girl of todny. The sleoves are long,
with a band at the wrist. The chances
are that they button and ean be turned
back and out of the way when this Is
required, If they don't they ought to.
There I8 no use remaining behind the
thmes when styles so sensible and good-
looking Invite housewlves (0 make
things ns convenlent ns possible for
themselves,

Suits for Beach

To swim or pot to swim, that is
the question to be settled by the sum-
mer glel when she contemplutes buy-
beaen.
If she can content herself with the
sands and splashing about close to
whore, she mny declde on a sult that
Is pretty to look at but not entirely
proctical Tor swimming. Beach clothes
und things for water sports are so
varied this year that becomlogness 1s
g thing to insist upon,

One of the prettiest of the 1017
moilels In beach sults s pletured here,

| It 18 made of bluck tnfMetn silk, with

full ruMed skirt and loose blouse. It
has the odd, Chinese collar which
holds Its place In summer styles after
having outlasted the winter and ex-
erted an Influence on lucoming styles,
The short, puffed sleeves are flnished
with two narrow ruffles. All ruffies
are piped with gold-colored sllk,

The soft cap, with frill about the
face, I8 also made of black taffets with
yellow piplng. It has a sprightly bow
of sllk at the front which must be

and Water Sports,

supported by wires or else kept clear
of the water. Muny of the new caps
are made of rubberized cloth and they
are ns fanciful as the silk caps. Very
practieal cloth bathing slippers in
bluck and gold-colored sllk stockings
are worn with this dress,

The girl in the jersey suit bought 1t
to swim |In. It has close-fitting
trouserettes and a seant skirt and
wulst In one, all very cleverly shaped
and finlshed, Bands of white jersey
finish all the edges. A row of flat
buttons on each shoulder may serve
to fasten the coat, but the chances are
that they are merely a pretense. This
kind of cont will slip on over the head.

There Is a small, rubberdined pocket
In the trouser-leg, made for carrying
it powder puff, mirror and handker-
chlef. These things must be so well
lpeused in rubber that water can't get
it them, The sandals are of black
cloth dotted with white,
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